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As we approach the winter months PE will be transitioning
to indoor activities. We will still be getting our physical
activity while participating inside!  We completed our

football/throwing and catching unit  and are excited to
play some holiday themed cooperative games. After
winter break we will be starting our floor hockey unit!
Every PE class ends with a “mindful minute.” We take
time to calm and center ourselves by focusing on our

breathing to help cool our bodies down and return to the
rest of our day. Students are encouraged to try this

outside of class whenever they need time to refocus and
calm their bodies down. Mindful minutes help reduce

stress and anxiety, while improving self-esteem. It's as
easy as 1, 2, Breathe! 

 
You can find more information and our contact

information here. 

*For safety and success in PE class,
please have your child wear supportive

rubber soled athletic shoes and
comfortable clothing on days they

have PE. We will also be going outside
as much as we can so please dress
appropriately for the weather. If you
aren’t sure if your child has PE on a

certain day you can visit Mr. Wrabel or
Ms. Renye’s website and look at the

calendar to see what number day it is.* 

melissa.renye
tyler.wrabel

 
 

https://www.frsd.k12.nj.us/domain/155
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Barley Sheaf library students have completed their enjoyment of a wide variety of Halloween /
spooky literature, including selections from folklore, picture books, early readers, and chapter books.

In November, kindergarten students dove into stories a bit deeper, dissecting character, setting,
problems, and solutions as well as genre types and popular authors and illustrators. In grade 1, we

moved into messages or themes in fiction as well as differences between fiction and nonfiction and
the purposes and features of each. At their respective level, students in Grades 2, 3, and 4 used their

chrome books this month to engage with our district online library, Sora, as well as the library’s
computerized catalog, Destiny. Each of these grade levels investigated, through best practices,

ways to appropriately and efficiently use the catalog to locate materials, place holds, create wish
lists, and customize their Destiny and Sora accounts for personal use and functionality. The students

are working hard and enjoying their time in the library. It’s been fun to witness their excitement for
books and stories and how they’ve taken full advantage of what their library has to offer! 

 

You want more technology integration, and we hear you!
All grade levels at Barley Sheaf School are well into their

Computer Science curriculum. Your students are honing
their 21st Century Learning skills by exposure to coding,

STEM, robotics, and engineering opportunities.
This trimester, students will be offered Global opportunities

via Skype a Scientist, Explore by the Seat of your Pants,
Smithsonian Institute, and National Geographic. These

virtual visits allow your student to connect with STEM
professionals around the world. This unique global

perspective will expand their learning well beyond the
classroom walls.

 

Please remember to speak openly to your
student about digital citizenship. Staying safe

online, keeping information private, and
creating safe passwords are some of the

tenets of keeping your child safe online. For
more information, visit

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ or
email me directly at hanan.attiyah.
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Mr. Greg Slomczewski, Librarian

hanan.attiyah

https://sites.google.com/frsd.us/bslmc/home
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
mailto:hanan.attiyah@frsd.us
mailto:gregory.slomczewski@frsd.us
mailto:hanan.attiyah@frsd.us
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Barley artists have been very busy creating beautiful artwork!  K artists are working on
texture and  how lines and shapes create pictures.  Grade 1 artists are learning about
rainbow colors and how to use design within their art.  Grade 2 artists are learning all

about printmaking.  Grade 3 artists are experimenting with different types of lines and
using their imagination to create their art.  Grade 4 artists are working on three-

dimensional shapes and will be moving into different types of perspective. 
One of the programs that I am working on is called Artsonia.  For those of you who are

new to Artsonia, it’s an online art gallery where you can view your child’s artwork.  Since
it’s online, friends and family can see the masterpieces of your child and stay

connected with their accomplishments.
Through Artsonia, you are able to purchase customized art keepsakes like mugs,

canvas prints, portfolio book, t-shirts, key chains, cutting boards, jewelry and much
more!  These make great holiday gifts and 20% is sent right back to the art program! 

 Also, friends and family are able to leave positive comments about your child’s
artwork.

Another area that Barley artists are learning is sign language.  During art class they
have been using signs to communicate.  For example, an artist may sign that they
need help or a drink.  They might even sign sorry or thank you.  We learn a new sign

each week during the last five minutes of class. If you would like to practice sign
language with your artist at home, here is a list of words that they been practicing: Stop,

Walk, Sit, Wait, More, Please, Thank you, Hello, Sorry, Yes, No, Thirsty, Bathroom and
Help.

Feel free to reach out to me if you have any questions!
katherine.dribbon
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Hola Familias! Thank you for your continued practice and support at home with your child. It is
amazing to walk the halls throughout the day and see the confidence building as the students

are greeted or initiate the greeting to me. We will continue to work on our Spanish
conversational routines, greetings, feelings, weather, and the date. We will also work on colors,

days of the week, months, and the seasons. In the second trimester we will learn about the
traditions and customs associated with the holidays in Spanish speaking countries.  

 
If possible, encourage the students to use the resources available to aid in language learning. All
students have a Seesaw account. There are supplemental materials there to practice listening
to and practicing. Second through fourth graders are logged onto Rockalingua. They use their

Google account to access the program. They may do this from home. The link for Rockalingua is
https://beta.rockalingua.com/ . You may find additional information as well as resources on my

website, https://sites.google.com/frsd.us/senoratavares. First graders will be introduced to
Rockalingua this trimester. Once they have a log in, they may practice at home as well.

Kindergarten students will primarily use Rockalingua in class. Throughout the year, Kinders
continue to create “topic crowns.” Students may practice their Spanish with anyone at home.

Just ask them to grab their crown and practice with them. Please let me know if there is
anything I can provide you with for additional practice and support.  

 
"Learning another language is not only learning different words for the same things, but learning

another way to think about things."  I am always encouraging students to practice. Please feel
free to reach out with any questions, anabela.tavares, I am looking forward to another amazing

year. Adios for now.
 

anabela.tavares

https://beta.rockalingua.com/
https://sites.google.com/frsd.us/senoratavares
mailto:anabela.tavares@frsd.us
mailto:anabela.tavares@frsd.us
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 Musicians at Barley Sheaf have been dedicated to learning new musical skills so far this year! From
reading rhythms to playing instruments, students at Barley Sheaf are exploring and experiencing music

in numerous ways.
 Students in kindergarten are working toward mastering a steady beat and listening to various

movements from Camille Saint-Saëns’ Carnival of the Animals. Each movement represents a different
animal. Kindergarten Musicians listen for clues in the music to guess what animal the song could be
about. So far, we have listened to the movements titled “Royal March of the Lion” and “Aquarium.”

 First Grade Musicians are busy playing xylophones! We have practiced identifying high, middle, and low
pitches, and playing a simple accompaniment while we sing. Students have learned songs such as

“Lucy Locket” and “Frog in the Middle.” Next up is “Naughty Kitty Cat” which will help us identify quarter
rests in music.

 Second Graders have been practicing reading and composing music using half notes. These musicians
have even written short rhythmic compositions in small groups that they practiced and performed for

the class. Next up is adding dynamics such as piano (quiet) and forte (loud) to make these compositions
even more interesting!

 Musicians in third grade have learned how to play B, A, and G on their recorders. We are now starting to
put these notes together and play songs using all three. Very soon these musicians will be participating

in Recorder Karate. Students will practice playing “Au clair de la lune,” and when they feel ready they can
test to earn their white belt. 

 Fourth Graders are continuing with Recorder Karate and have almost all received their yellow belts!
These Musicians have learned how to play B, A, G, E, and D. The next note we will take on is high C so we

are prepared to learn “Sanctus” and earn our purple belts! Members of the Fourth Grade Chorus are
gearing up for our first concert on January 26th. These singers have been working very hard to learn their

music and are going to put on an excellent performance! 
Barley Sheaf Musicians should be extremely proud of what they have accomplished so far this year. I am
so excited to see where the rest of the school year takes us! As always, if you have any questions please

reach out to me at maggie.kaetzel.
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In an effort to control SPAM, our district no longer provides direct links
to staff e-mail accounts. To e-mail employees, please use

firstname.lastname@frsd.us.

mailto:maggie.kaetzel@frsd.us
mailto:maggie.kaetzel@frsd.us
mailto:firstname.lastname@frsd.us

